
*All HBMS 6th graders should come to school having already read the 1st book on this list: Hatchet by Gary 
Paulsen. We will be using this book as a springboard for reading another Gary Paulsen book in class during the 

school year. *Pre AP students should read an additional book from the list as well as Hatchet. 

LTISD Upcoming Sixth Grade Language Arts | Summer Reading 2020 
 

Here’s a list of suggested titles to help you fall in love with a book this summer!  

Action 
Adventure 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen | “Brian is on his way to Canada to visit his estranged father when the pilot of 
his small prop plane suffers a heart attack. Thirteen-year-old Brian is forced to crash-land the plane in a 
lake, and finds himself stranded in the remote Canadian wilderness with only his clothing and the 
hatchet his mother gave him as a present before his departure….A story of survival and of 
transformation, this riveting book has sparked many a reader's interest in venturing into the wild.” 
—Scholastic  
 
Charlie Thorne and the Last Equation  by Stuart Gibbs | What if Albert Einstein created an equation so 
powerful it could solve all the world’s fuel shortages and make a nuclear weapon look like a cherry 
bomb. The CIA believes it’s true, but they aren’t the only ones searching for clues. The government’s 
best chance to find the solution before a terrorist group is Charlie Thorne, thirteen year-old genius, but 
is Charlie smart enough to outwit the terrorists and save herself from danger on every side?  
 
Small Spaces  by Katherine Arden | Ollie loves books, but the book she rescues from the river is different. 
It tells the story of a woman who is tormented by living scarecrows and the mysterious “smiling man.” 
When Ollie’s bus breaks down on a class field trip, she realizes everything in the book was real, and she 
and her classmates are in danger. Can Ollie outwit the smiling man and his army of scarecrows?  

Fantasy 
& 

SciFi 

Stepsister  by Jennifer Donnelly | Isabelle and her sister are outcasts now that everyone knows what 
they did. They were cruel to their stepsister, the new princess, and they mutilated their own feet to try 
and win the prince. Isabelle wants to overcome her past and prove a girl is worth more than her 
appearance, but it seems like all of France is conspiring against her. Will she be able to find her worth 
before it’s too late?   
 
Sal and Gabi Break the Universe  by Carlos Henandez | Sal has a talent. He can reach into other universes 
and pull things into his own. Sometimes it’s a fun trick that mystifies his audience, and sometimes it 
causes problems, like when he accidentally pulls other versions of his dead mother into his universe. But 
is Sal damaging the universe by doing this, and is it worth the risk to help a friend in a life and death 
situation?  
 
The Storm Keeper’s Island  by Catherine Doyle| Fionn Doyle is spending the summer on magical Arranmore 
Island where his grandfather serves as Storm Keeper, capturing memories in candles. As Fionn explores 
the island, he uncovers secrets about the island’s past including an epic battle against an ancient evil 
sorceress who may be plotting her return. Will Fionn be able to save the island and the world?  
 
The Giver: The Graphic Novel Adaptation by Lois Lowry, P. Craig Russell | “The Giver is a modern classic and 
one of the most influential books of our time. Now in graphic novel format, Lois Lowry’s Newbery 
Medal–winning classic story of a young boy discovering the dark secrets behind his seemingly ideal 
world is accompanied by renowned artist P. Craig Russell’s beautifully haunting illustrations.” 
—HMHBooks.com   
 
Rapunzel's Revenge by Shannon Hale, Dean Hale, Nathan Hale | “Rapunzel escapes her tower-prison all 
on her own, only to discover a world beyond what she'd ever known before. Determined to rescue her 
real mother and to seek revenge on her kidnapper would-be mother, Rapunzel and her very long 
braids team up with Jack (of Giant killing fame) and together they perform daring deeds and rescues 
all over the western landscape.” —Bloomsbury.com 

 



Historical 
Fiction 

Secret Soldiers  by Keely Hutton | Thomas is only thirteen and small for his age, but he is desperate to join 
the British army to find his older brother. After he is rejected again, he is recruited by a secret group 
training boys and men with mining experience to tunnel under the German front lines. The boys risk 
death every day by carbon dioxide poisoning, a tunnel collapse, or even running into a German 
tunnel, but the risks will be worth the reward if they succeed.  
 
Live in Infamy by Caroline Tung Richmond | When the Allies were defeated in WWII, America was 
divided among the victors. Ren lives in California, which is under an oppressive Japanese ruler. He was 
even forced to watch his own mother’s beheading, but Ren has a secret. He will not be controlled by 
Japan; he is The Viper, spreading a message of freedom and hope in secret.  
 
The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani | Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee her home with her 
Hindu family during the 1947 partition of India, tries to find her voice and make sense of the world 
falling apart around her by writing to her deceased Muslim mother in the pages of her diary. 
 
Spy Runner by Eugene Yelchin | It's 1953 and the Cold War is on. Communism threatens all that the 
United States stands for, and America needs every patriot to do their part. So when a Russian boarder 
moves into the home of twelve-year-old Jake McCauley, he's on high alert. What does the mysterious 
Mr. Shubin do with all that photography equipment? And why did he choose to live so close to the Air 
Force base? Jake's mother says that Mr. Shubin knew Jake's dad, who went missing in action during 
World War II. But Jake is skeptical; the facts just don't add up. And he's determined to discover the 
truth---no matter what he risks. 

Memoir   Free Lunch  by Rex Ogle | Rex Ogle recounts his first semester in sixth grade in which he and his younger 
brother often went hungry, wore secondhand clothes, and were short of school supplies and he was 
on his school's free lunch program. Grounded in the immediacy of physical hunger and the humiliation 
of having to announce it every day in the school lunch line, Rex's is a compelling story of a more 
profound hunger -- that of a child for his parents' love and care. 
 
It’s Trevor Noah: Born a Crime: adapted for young readers by Trevor Noah | The host of The Daily Show, Trevor 
Noah, tells the story of growing up half black, half white in South Africa under and after apartheid in 
this young readers' adaptation of his bestselling adult memoir. 
 
Guts by Raina Telgemeier | Raina wakes up one night with a terrible upset stomach. Her mom has 
one, too, so it's probably just a bug. Raina eventually returns to school, where she's dealing with the 
usual highs and lows: friends, not-friends, and classmates who think the school year is just one long 
gross-out session. It soon becomes clear that Raina's tummy trouble isn't going away... and it coincides 
with her worries about food, school, and changing friendships. What's going on?Raina Telgemeier 
once again brings us a thoughtful, charming, and funny true story about growing up and gathering 
the courage to face -- and conquer -- her fears. 
 
Best Friends  by Shannon Hale |Sixth grade is supposed to be perfect. Shannon's got a sure spot in the 
in-crowd called The Group, and her best friend is their leader. Jen, the most popular girl in school. But 
the rules are always changing, and Shannon has to scramble to keep up. She never knows which TV 
shows are cool, what songs to listen to, and which boys she's allowed to talk to. Who makes these 
rules, anyway? And does Shannon have to follow them? 

Nonfiction  Lost in the Pacific, 1942:  Not a drop to drink by Tod Olson | World War II, October 1942: a plane carrying 
eight Americans crashes into the middle of the Pacific Ocean. With only four oranges and no fresh 
water between them, the crew had to band together and rely on each other for survival. What they 
thought would be only a few hours or days before they were rescued turned into weeks lost at sea 
fighting off sharks, dehydration, hunger, and extreme heat. 
 
Girls think of everything: stories of ingenious inventions by women  by Catherine Thimmesh | Tells the story of 
how women throughout the ages have responded to situations confronting them in daily life by 
inventing such items as correction fluid, space helmets, and disposable diapers. 

 



Realistic 
Fiction 

Other Words for Home  by Jasmine Warga | When the Syrian conflict spreads to Jude’s town, she and 
her mother must leave her father and brother to live in Ohio with relatives. At first, America is loud and 
foreign, and Jude struggles to make friends. Some people even mock her religion and call her names. 
Will this new life ever feel like home?  
 
The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunshine by Dan Gemeinhart | Coyote and her father have been on a 
never-ending road trip in a converted school bus since her mother and sisters died in an accident, but 
now Coyote wants to go home. She knows she will have to trick her father into it, and she will have 
help from some unlikely passengers they pick up along the way including one adorable kitten.  
 
Game Changer  by Tommy Greenwald |Teddy Youngblood is in a coma fighting for his life after an 
accident at freshman preseason football camp. As his family and friends show their support at his 
bedside, a bit of a mystery begins to unfold. Is this injury just a tragic result of playing a violent sport, or 
was something more sinister at play? 
 
The season of Styx Malone by Kekla Magoon |Caleb and Bobby Gene are ready for a summer of 
adventure, but accidentally trading their baby sister for a bag of fireworks may have taken things too 
far. Enter Styx Malone. He’s older, wiser, and has the perfect plan for how to turn those fireworks into 
something even better.  

 
Unless otherwise noted, all book descriptions have been taken from the Texas Library Association’s Lone Star Reading Lists. 

 


